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Abstract

This article covers the activities of the joint-stock companies Turkpechat,
Sredneazkniga, and Kniga derevnei (Book of the Village) in Central Asia. These
joint-stock companies were intended to promote education and disseminate
Marxist ideology. However, these joint-stock companies failed to survive for long
as joint-stock companies, resulting in the liquidation of this form of activity.
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With the Bolsheviks’ rise to power in 1917, virtually all joint-stock companies
and banks that had opened branches in the Turkestan region under Tsarist Russia,
[1] as well as most large and small partnerships operating before 1917, [2] were
nationalized. All these measures led to financial problems. A shortage of financial
resources led to the implementation of the New Economic Policy (NEP), beginning
in 1921. To attract finance, joint-stock companies began to be established in all
sectors of the economy. Unlike the Tsarist period, where joint-stock companies
were created in three areas: trade, production, and credit, [3] in the initial period of
Soviet rule, joint-stock companies were created in addition to the aforementioned
areas, also in the spheres of culture and education.

In order to supply the working masses with all types of Marxist press and to
distribute literature, on the initiative of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Turkestan, a joint-stock company, “Turkoperat pechat” [4], was formed in
Tashkent on April 29, 1922. The charter of the company was approved by the
shareholders on November 1, 1922. The board of directors of the company was
located in Tashkent.

The partnership's primary goal was to supply party, professional, cooperative,
scientific, and fiction literature, both periodical and non-periodical, textbooks,
teaching aids, musical instruments, toys, and other goods. It primarily supplied
Turkestan and Russian publications. Shops, kiosks, and agencies were opened to
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sell the goods. With permission from the State Publishing House, the partnership
could reprint popular works. The partnership's area of operation was not limited to
the territories of the Turkestan ASSR, the Bukharan People's Soviet Republic, and
the Khorezm People's Soviet Republic (the Uzbek SSR was formed in 1924), but also
had the right to operate, where possible, in Afghanistan, Iran, and China. The
partnership had branches in the cities of Samarkand, Kokand, Andijan, Chimkent,
Poltoratsk, Aulie-Ata, Pishpek, and Tokmak. To further expand its operations, in
1924 the partnership was transformed into the joint-stock company “Turkpechat”.
The joint-stock company had the same functions as the partnership. In addition, it
had the opportunity to increase its turnover by issuing shares owned by state-
owned enterprises and institutions. But a distinctive feature was that the company's
charter included the task of combating the private market. Judging by the activities
of the joint-stock company, things were not going very favorably, since the
company's balance sheet from 1926 to 1927 was in the red. As of February 1926, the
company's balance was 867,710 rubles 59 kopecks, and on October 1 of the same
year, 772,820 rubles 79 kopecks. [6] On September 20 of that year, the joint-stock
company's activities were suspended, and all of the company's property was
transferred to the joint-stock company “Sredneazkniga”.

The partnership's primary goal was to supply party, professional, cooperative,
scientific, and fiction literature, both periodical and non-periodical, textbooks,
teaching aids, musical instruments, toys, and other goods. It is primarily supplied
by Turkestan and Russian publications. Shops, kiosks, and agencies were opened to
sell the goods. With permission from the State Publishing House, the partnership
could reprint popular works. The partnership's area of operation was not limited to
the territories of the Turkestan ASSR, the Bukharan People's Soviet Republic, and
the Khorezm People's Soviet Republic (the Uzbek SSR was formed in 1924), but also
had the right to operate, where possible, in Afghanistan, Iran, and China. The
partnership had branches in the cities of Samarkand, Kokand, Andijan, Chimkent,
Poltoratsk, Aulie-Ata, Pishpek, and Tokmak. To further expand its operations, in
1924 the partnership was transformed into the joint-stock company “Turkpechat”.
The joint-stock company had the same functions as the partnership. In addition, it
had the opportunity to increase its turnover by issuing shares owned by state-
owned enterprises and institutions. But a distinctive feature was that the company's
charter included the task of combating the private market. Judging by the activities
of the joint-stock company, things were not going very favorably, since the
company's balance sheet from 1926 to 1927 was in the red. As of February 1926, the
company's balance was 867,710 rubles 59 kopecks, and on October 1 of the same
year, 772,820 rubles 79 kopecks. [6] On September 20 of that year, the joint-stock
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company's activities were suspended, and all of the company's property was
transferred to the joint-stock company “Sredneazkniga”.

During its existence, the joint-stock company failed to fulfill its primary
objectives, namely:

1. Publishing work, without a plan and market considerations, was unsuitable
for serving national minorities and was unprofitable.

2. The planned and actual merger of trade activities with Uzgid in June 1927
did not take place.

3. Retail chains in Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, and some locations in
Uzbekistan were liquidated.

4. Production activities resulted in losses of over 100,000 rubles. [8]

Based on these indicators, the Central Asian Economic Council, by decree of
March 29, 1928, liquidated the company due to a shortage of working capital and
the impossibility of increasing it.

In 1925, the State Publishing House organized the joint-stock company “Book
for the Village” to distribute political literature. The company’s board was located
in Moscow. Branches opened in almost all major cities. In Central Asia, there was a
branch in Tashkent. During its existence, 6,500 book distribution points were
established at postal and telegraph offices, 85% of which were in rural areas.

In 1927, the Tashkent branch's turnover for February was 8,000 rubles, and in
March, 9,000 rubles. From April to June, the company sold goods worth 26,500
rubles, and in 1928, it received 5,022 rubles from the sale of office supplies. All
these reports indicate that the company was profitable. This data is due to the fact
that the joint-stock company was effectively a state-owned enterprise, as all of its
shares were owned by state institutions and enterprises.

The data provided clearly confirms that joint-stock companies were
subordinate to the state.

All of these measures were intended as temporary solutions to the current
situation of the gradual transition of the economy to a different channel, which had
begun to be used in 1929 under a planned nature.[11] As a result, from 1929
onwards, all joint-stock companies in the Soviet state (including Uzbekistan) ceased
to exist in the early 1930s.
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