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Abstract

This article examines the development of Ibn al-‘Arabi studies within German
Orientalist scholarship, focusing on the intellectual contributions of Hellmut Ritter,
Fritz Meier, and Bernd Radtke. Drawing upon philological, historical-hermeneutic,
and conceptual methods, these scholars established a rigorous framework for
analyzing Ibnal-‘Arabi’s metaphysical, mystical, and literary works. The study
engages with 30 major German and Western sources, presenting a detailed
methodology and analysis of Ibnal-‘Arabi’s “Futiihat al-Makkiyah” and “Fusts
al-Hikam”.

The article argues that the Ritter - Meier - Radtke school’s interdisciplinary
approach remains foundational for contemporary Sufi studies.

Keywords

Ibn al-‘Arabi; German Orientalism; Sufism; Ritter; Meier; Radtke; mysticism;
philology; hermeneutics.

HEMELIKA’I OPUEHTAJIMCTVUKA 1 UbH AJIb-APABMW:
KOMIUTEKCHBIVI AHAJIVI3 TPAOIVIIVIV PUTTEPA - MAVIEPA - PAIITKE

Ab6mop: Xonmymunos [I>xacdpap Myxammennesmud,
doxmop ¢uaocogpckux nayx (DSc), npogpeccop MHCTUTYTA
«MEXXITYHAPO/THAZ IITKOJIA ®UHAHCOBBIX TEXHOJIOTUU Y HAYK»
(Tawkernm, Y30exucman)
jafarkholmomi@gmail.com
https:/ /orcid.org/0009-0009-6853-7019

AHHOTaN A

516


https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19331672
mailto:jafarkholmomi@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-6853-7019
mailto:jafarkholmomi@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-6853-7019

U SA g AMERICAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND LEARNING
: ISSN: 2996-5128 (online) | ResearchBib (IF) = 10.91 IMPACT FACTOR
I e

Volume-4| Issue-3| 2026 Published: |30-03-2026 |

B nmanHOWM cTaThe paccMaTpumBaercs pasBuTve  MOH-aib-ApalOuCTUKM B
HEeMeIIKOV BOCTOKOBEIYeCKOV HayKe C aKIIeHTOM Ha VHTe/UIeKTyaJIbHBIV BKJIaJl
XenmemyTa Purrepa, @pwmita Mariepa wn  bepnma Panrke. Omnmpasice Ha
dwtoornmyecke, MCTOPUKO-TepMEeHeBTUYeCKVe VI KOHIIeNTyaIbHble MeTO/bI, 3T
y4deHble  CO3[aJi  CTPOryl0  MeTOAOJIOTMYEeCKYI0  OCHOBYy JUIA  aHajau3a
MeTaU3MUIecKx, MUCTUYeCKX U JINTepaTypHbIX TpyHAos VoH ab-Apabu.

B wuccnemosanmm paccmarpuBaroTcst 30 OCHOBHBIX HEMEIIKMX W 3aIlaJfHbIX
VICTOYHMKOB, IIpeficTaBjleHa IopoOHas MeTOIo/Iors 1 aHayu3 Tpyaos VIOH aib-
Apabu «DyTyxaT ainb-Makkusi» 1 «Dycyc anp-Xukam».

B craThe yTBepXKmaeTcs, 94TO MeXAVICHUIUIMHAPHBIV IOJAX0 I, MIKOoJIBI PuTTepa
- Maitepa - Pagrke mHo-lipeXXHeMy —SBJISIETCS  OCHOBOIIOJIATalOIIVM IS
coBpeMeHHBbIX ccnenosanuii Cydnsma.

KinroueBble ci1oBa

V61 anp-Apabn; Hemenkuit opuenTamsM; Cydnsm; Purrep; Manep; PanTke;
MUCTUIV3M; PUITOJIOTS; TepMeHeBTVIKa.

1. Introduction

The figure of Mubhyi al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi (1165-1240) occupies a central place
in the history of Islamic mysticism (tasawwuf) and metaphysics. Western academic
engagement with his work began in earnest in the 20th century, largely through the
influence of German Orientalist scholarship. Within this tradition, three scholars
stand out for their foundational impact: Hellmut Ritter, Fritz Meier, and Bernd
Radtke. Collectively, their work established a methodological paradigm combining
philological rigor, historical-contextual analysis, and thematic conceptualization
that profoundly shaped how Ibn al-‘Arabi’s oeuvre would be studied in Europe
and beyond.

German scholarly engagement with Islamic philosophy and mysticism
developed within the larger framework of Orientalistik, a discipline that placed
emphasis on linguistic mastery, manuscript criticism, and historical
contextualization (See Schmidtke, 1996, pp. 8-10). The present article outlines the
historical evolution of this tradition, analyzes the specific contributions of Ritter,
Meier, and Radtke to the study of Ibn al-‘Arabi, and demonstrates how these
contributions support contemporary scholarship.

The study of Ibn al-‘Arabi in Western scholarship gained prominence through
the German Orientalist tradition, which emphasized philology, historical
contextualization, and conceptual analysis. German scholars” engagement with Sufi
texts facilitated an academic understanding of Islamic mysticism beyond mere
exoticism (Ritter, 1955, pp. 21-35; Meier, 1999, pp. 112-118).
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Hellmut Ritter, Fritz Meier, and Bernd Radtke collectively established what is
commonly referred to as the Ritter-Meier-Radtke school, which remains influential
in both German and international scholarship (Encyclopaedia Iranica, 2020, p. 3).
This article critically examines their methodologies, analyzes their contributions to
Ibn al-‘Arabi studies, and explores the reception and interpretation of his principal
works.

2. Methodological Synthesis

Ritter - Philology - Manuscript collation, semantic analysis Ensures textual
authenticity.

Meier - Historical-Hermeneutic Sufi history, intellectual context - Situates
Ibn al-*Arabi historically.

Radtke - Conceptual-Thematic - Spiritual concepts, early Sufism Connects
early Sufi ideas to Ibn al-*Arabi’s metaphysics.

The combination of philological rigor, historical contextualization, and
conceptual analysis provides a comprehensive toolkit for contemporary scholars
studying Ibn al-*Arabi.

3. The German Orientalist Tradition: Context and Methodology

German Orientalist scholarship (Orientalistik) emerged in the 19th century,
combining philology, history, and comparative religious studies. Scholars such as
Theodor Noldeke and Gustav Weil laid groundwork in Semitic languages and
Islamic texts (Noldeke, 1898, pp. 15-22; Weil, 1834, pp. vii-xii). By the early 20th
century, this tradition expanded to include Sufi texts, with an emphasis on editing
manuscripts, producing critical editions, and interpreting mystical literature within
broader intellectual frameworks.

Philology, central to German Orientalism, involves the systematic study of
texts, including manuscript comparison, variant readings, and linguistic analysis.
As Ritter noted, understanding mystical language requires meticulous attention to
linguistic nuance: “Understanding the language and style of Sufi texts requires
meticulous philological analysis; without it, the meaning of mystical terms remains
obscure” (Ritter, 1955, p. 23).

Historical-hermeneutic analysis, another hallmark of German Orientalism,
entails situating authors and texts within their socio-cultural and intellectual
milieu. Scholars like Meier emphasized this when interpreting Sufi metaphysics
within evolving mystical traditions (Meier, 1999, pp. 146-152). More recent scholars
such as Radtke have expanded this approach by emphasizing conceptual
continuities within Islamic mysticism across centuries (Radtke, 1996, pp. 131-138).
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The German tradition is thus characterized by three interrelated analytical
strands: philological precision, historical contextualization, and conceptual
analysis.

4. Hellmut Ritter: Philological and Textual Foundations

3.1 Scholarly Background.

Hellmut Ritter (1892-1971) specialized in Arabic, Persian, and Turkish
manuscripts, emphasizing rigorous textual criticism and philology. His seminal
work, “Das Meer der Seele” (Leiden: Brill, 1955, pp. 21-35, 67-74), investigates
literary structures and mystical imagery in the works of Farid al-Din "Attar,
providing methodological tools subsequently applied to Ibnal-‘Arabi.
“Understanding the language and style of Sufi texts requires meticulous
philological analysis; without it, the meaning of mystical terms remains obscure”
(Ritter, 1955, p. 23).

Ritter’s philology ensured textual reliability, which is crucial for the accurate
study of “Futthat al-Makkiyah” and “Fusus al-Hikam”.

3.2 Contribution to Ibn al-‘Arabi Studies.

Although Ritter did not directly edit Ibnal-‘Arabi, his methodological
framework influenced later scholars who worked on Arabic mystical texts. His
principles of manuscript collation, semantic analysis, and literary contextualization
underpin the critical editions used in contemporary studies (Ritter, 1955, pp. 67-74).

3.3 Early Life and Academic Formation.

Hellmut Ritter was one of the foremost German scholars of Islamic mysticism
and Orientalist philology. Educated in Germany and having worked extensively
with manuscripts in Istanbul, Ritter became known for his critical editions and
comprehensive studies of Persian and Arabic mystical literature. His work often
emphasized narrative structures, literary forms, and conceptual language in Sufi
texts.

3.4. Major Works and Methodological Contribution.

Ritter’s foundational work, Das Meer der Seele: Mensch, Welt und Gott in den
Geschichten des Farid al-Din ‘Attar (Leiden: Brill, 1955, pp. 21-35, 67-74), is an
extensive investigation into Persian Sufi narratives that influenced subsequent
methodology for studying Islamic mysticism. While Ritter did not focus exclusively
on Ibn al-‘Arabi, his philological methods provided essential tools for later
scholars: “The mastery of classical Arabic and Persian forms, along with careful
manuscript comparison, enables the scholar to penetrate the subtleties of mystical
discourse” (Ritter, 1955, p. 23).
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Ritter’s editorial work contributed to the “Bibliotheca Islamica” series, which
provided critical source material for scholars of Islamic mysticism, including those
engaging Ibn al-‘Arabi’s texts.

3.5. Impact on Later Scholars.

Through his emphasis on textual accuracy and manuscript validation, Ritter
supplied successors such as Meier and Radtke with the necessary philological
foundations to approach Ibn al-‘Arabi’s complex metaphysical writings. Ritter’s
methodology has been praised for preventing interpretive errors that arise from
relying on later, uncritical editions of Sufi texts (Schimmel, 1975, pp. 10-12).

5. Fritz Meier: Historical-Hermeneutic Interpretation

4.1. Academic Profile.

Fritz Meier (1912-1998) extended Ritter’s philological approach, integrating
historical hermeneutics. He stressed that mystical texts must be analyzed within
their socio-historical context, accounting for intellectual, devotional, and cultural
dimensions (Meier, 1999, pp. 112-118).

4.2. Methodology and Insights.

Meier argued that Ibn al-*Arabi’s metaphysics represents the culmination of
classical Sufi thought: “Die Metaphysik Ibn Arabis bildet den Hohepunkt der
spekulativen Sufi-Philosophie” (Meier, 1999, p. 146).

His methodology combines historical analysis, text-critical philology, and
conceptual hermeneutics, providing a framework for understanding key Sufi
concepts such as “Wahdat al-wujud” and hierarchical structures of spiritual
knowledge (Meier, 1999, pp. 146-152).

4.3. Academic Background.

Fritz Meier (1912-1998) was a Swiss-born scholar who became one of the most
influential voices in German Sufi studies. His research extended Ritter’s
foundations by incorporating historical analysis, theological context, and
hermeneutic interpretation.

4.4. Core Methodological Approach.

Meier’s hermeneutic approach is exemplified in his edited volume Essays on
Islamic Piety and Mysticism (Leiden: Brill, 1999, pp. 112-118, 146-152). In this
work, Meier explores the trajectory of Sufi thought as an evolving intellectual
tradition rather than a static mystical practice. He argued: “Die Metaphysik Ibn
al-Arabis bildet den Hohepunkt der spekulativen Sufi-Philosophie” (“The
metaphysics of Ibn al-*Arabi constitutes the zenith of speculative Sufi philosophy”)
(Meier, 1999, p. 146).

Meier’s emphasis on speculation and interpretation situates Ibn al-'Arabi’s
metaphysical system within the broader historical development of Islamic thought.
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4.5. Application to Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Works.

Meier’s work on Sufi history serves as a model for reading Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
complex texts such as the “Futthat al-Makkiyah” and “Fusits al-Hikam”. By
contextualizing “Ibn al-‘Arabi” within a continuum of mystical developments,
Meier’s methodology allows scholars to interpret symbolic language, hierarchical
spiritual structures, and metaphysical principles in light of broader Sufi intellectual
currents.

6. Bernd Radtke: Conceptual and Thematic Conceptualization

5.1. Academic Background.

Bernd Radtke (b. 1944) contributed to the conceptual analysis of early Sufism,
focusing on ideas such as sainthood (wilaya) and spiritual ascent. His scholarship
emphasizes structural continuity between early Sufi thought and later mystical
systems, including Ibn al-*Arabi’s works (Radtke, 1996, pp. 131-138).

5.2. Contribution to Ibn al-*Arabi Studies.

Radtke asserts: “The early Sufi concept of sainthood provides the essential
background for understanding later developments, including the works of
Ibn al-‘Arabi” (Radtke, 1996, p. 132).

His work situates “Ibnal-‘Arabi” in a continuum of mystical thought,
elucidating philosophical and thematic underpinnings of “Futthat al-Makkiyah”
and “Fusus al-Hikam”.

5.3. Academic Position and Focus.

Bernd Radtke (b. 1944) is a later representative of the German Orientalist
tradition who has made significant contributions by focusing on early mystical
concepts such as sainthood (wilaya), spiritual ascent, and intellectual traditions that
underlie later classical mystical systems.

5.4. Thematic Emphasis.

In “The Concept of Sainthood in Early Islamic Mysticism” (Stuttgart: Steiner,
1996, pp. 131-138), Radtke writes: “The early Sufi concept of sainthood provides
the essential background for understanding later developments, including the
works of “Ibn al-‘Arabi” (Radtke, 1996, p. 132).

By analyzing these early conceptual frameworks, Radtke reveals intellectual
continuities that enrich interpretations of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s metaphysics, especially
the interrelations of mystical authority, spiritual presence, and ontological unity.

5.5 Contribution to Conceptual Understanding of Ibn al-‘Arabi.

Radtke’s work extends beyond philology and history by delving into the
conceptual structures of Islamic mysticism that underpin Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
worldview. His emphasis on spiritual concepts such as sanctity and dhikr
(remembrance) offers scholars analytical categories that are indispensable when
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approaching the dense symbolism and metaphysical schemas in the “Fusts
al-Hikam” and “Futahat al-Makkiyah”.

7. Analysis of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Key Texts Through the German Lens.

6.1. “Futahat al-Makkiyah”.

“Futthat al-Makkiyah” (Meccanic Revelations) is one of “Ibn al-*Arabi’s” most
comprehensive works, encompassing cosmology, metaphysics, theology, and
mystical exegesis. Its sheer scale and linguistic complexity make it a formidable
challenge for scholars.

German Orientalist methodology - especially philological accuracy (Ritter,
1955, pp. 23-30), historical contextualization (Meier, 1999, pp. 146-150), and
conceptual framing (Radtke, 1996, pp. 131-136) - enables a nuanced reading of
“Futuhat al-Makkiyah”. For instance, the concept of “Wahdat al-wujad” (unity of
existence) receives careful attention, not as a dogmatic assertion but as a
metaphysical articulation situated within broader Sufi discourse.

Using Ritter’s textual methods, Meier’s historical hermeneutics, and Radtke’s
conceptual framework, scholars analyze metaphysical, mystical, and linguistic
dimensions of “Futthat al-Makkiyah” (Ritter, 1955, pp. 67-74; Meier, 1999, pp. 146-
152; Radtke, 1996, pp. 131-138).

6.2. “Fusus al-Hikam”.

“Fusts al-Hikam” (Bezels of Wisdom) distills Ibn al-*Arabi’s mystical insights
into aphoristic teachings associated with prophetic wisdom. German scholars
interpret its parables and symbolic structures using tools developed through the
Ritter - Meier -Radtke framework. This includes recognizing layered meanings,
historical allusions, and philosophical underpinnings that resonate with broader
Sufi traditions (Chittick, 1989, pp. 79-83; Corbin, 1969, pp. 112-115).

The “Fusts al-Hikam” is examined through thematic lenses, revealing the
intricate interplay of prophetic wisdom, spiritual hierarchy, and mystical
metaphysics. The German school highlights conceptual continuity with early Sufi
ideas (Radtke, 1996, pp. 132-136).

8. Contemporary Extensions of the German Tradition

While Ritter, Meier, and Radtke laid much of the groundwork, contemporary
scholars have extended these approaches. Carl W. Ernst emphasizes the interplay
of mysticism and culture (Ernst, 2011, pp. 98-104); Alexander Knysh provides a
concise history of Islamic mysticism (Knysh, 2010, pp. 23-30); and Jonathan Brown
explores the normative contexts shaping mystical currents (Brown, 2014, pp. 301-
307). These works build on the foundational methods of the German school.

9. Discussion and Implications

The Ritter - Meier - Radtke framework demonstrates that:
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1. Textual reliability is essential for understanding complex mystical concepts
(Ritter, 1955).

2. Historical context clarifies the evolution of metaphysical ideas in Sufism
(Meier, 1999).

3. Conceptual continuity connects early mystical traditions to Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
systematic philosophy (Radtke, 1996).

Together, these approaches provide a robust scholarly methodology that
continues to influence contemporary Sufi studies.

10. Conclusion

The German Orientalist school - exemplified by Ritter’s philological precision,
Meier’s historical hermeneutics, and Radtke’s conceptual analysis - offers a robust
methodological framework for studying Ibn al-‘Arabi. By integrating textual,
historical, and thematic approaches, this tradition has advanced Western academic
engagement with Islamic mystical philosophy. The Ritter -Meier - Radtke legacy
continues to underpin contemporary research in Sufi studies and will likely inform
future scholarship on Islamic mysticism.

German Orientalist scholarship has profoundly shaped Western
understanding of Ibn al-*Arabi. Ritter, Meier, and Radtke collectively developed an
interdisciplinary methodology that combines philology, historical-hermeneutic
interpretation, and thematic analysis. This approach remains foundational in
contemporary Sufi research, demonstrating the enduring relevance of the Ritter -
Meier - Radtke school for the study of Islamic mysticism.
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