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Annotation 

This thesis investigates the function of references as cohesive devices in 

English literary discourse, with particular attention to O. Henry’s short story “The 

Green Door.” The study aims to reveal how reference, both personal, demonstrative, 

and comparative, contributes to the semantic and structural unity of the text, 

guiding readers in understanding character relations, narrative progression, and 

thematic coherence. Drawing on Halliday and Hasan’s (1976) theory of cohesion in 

English, the research identifies and classifies different types of reference used in the 

story and analyzes their contextual roles within the narrative. 

Key words 

Coherence, cohesion, cohesive devices, literary discourse, textual coherence, 

narrative structure. 

 

Introduction. Language is a system through which people express ideas and 

maintain meaningful communication. For any text to be understood as a unified 

whole, it must display cohesion, the linguistic links that connect words, sentences, 

and paragraphs. One of the main cohesive devices is reference, which connects 

elements within the text by means of pronouns, determiners, or comparatives, 

helping readers follow the flow of ideas and interpret meaning. 

In literary discourse, reference serves not only as a grammatical device but 

also as a stylistic tool that creates continuity, highlights relationships between 

characters, and enhances the artistic quality of the text. O. Henry’s short story “The 

Green Door” is an excellent example of how cohesive devices contribute to textual 

unity and narrative development. 

This study aims to identify and analyze the types of references used in “The 

Green Door” and to examine how they function to achieve cohesion and coherence 

in the story. 
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The findings of this study are expected to deepen the understanding of how 

reference operates in literary discourse and to demonstrate the interaction between 

linguistic form and artistic expression. 

Main part. Cohesion and coherence are fundamental features of any well-

organized text. Cohesion refers to the linguistic means that connect sentences and 

clauses together, while coherence concerns the logical and semantic relationships 

that make a text meaningful and unified. According to Halliday and Hasan (1976), 

cohesion is achieved through five main types of cohesive devices: reference, 

substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical cohesion153. 

Coherence, on the other hand, is more abstract; it depends on the reader’s 

ability to interpret the text based on background knowledge, logical relations, and 

the consistency of ideas. Thus, cohesion is a linguistic phenomenon, while 

coherence is cognitive and interpretative in nature. Together, they form the 

foundation of textual unity. 

Reference is one of the most important cohesive devices in the English 

language. It is a relationship between linguistic elements and the entities they refer 

to in the real world or in the text. Halliday and Hasan define reference as “the 

specific nature of the information that is signaled for retrieval.”154 This means that a 

referential item, such as a pronoun or determiner, points to another element in the 

text (anaphoric or cataphoric reference) or to the context outside the text (exophoric 

reference). 

In English discourse, reference maintains continuity by avoiding unnecessary 

repetition and by signaling connections between sentences and ideas. It also guides 

the reader through the text, helping them to identify participants, objects, and 

relationships. 

Halliday and Hasan (1976) identify three main types of reference: Personal 

reference realized through personal pronouns (he, she, it, they, etc.), possessive 

pronouns (his, her, their), and possessive determiners. They refer to people and 

things involved in the discourse. For example, “Rudolf entered the hallway. He 

was determined to find the green door.”155 Here, he refers back to Rudolf 

(anaphoric reference). Demonstrative reference expressed by determiners and 

adverbs such as this, that, these, those, here, there, such. They point to particular 

elements in the text or situational context. For example, “At that moment, the door 

seemed to call him.”156 The demonstrative that refers to a specific moment already 

mentioned. Comparative reference: involves adjectives or adverbs that express 
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likeness or difference (same, similar, other, better, more, less, such, otherwise). 

They establish relationships of comparison between entities or ideas. For example, 

“No other door looked as inviting as the green one.”157 Each of these reference 

types plays a role in maintaining cohesion by connecting textual elements across 

sentences and paragraphs. 

O. Henry is known for his vivid storytelling, humor, and surprise endings. His 

stories often rely on subtle linguistic devices to create cohesion and emotional 

impact. “The Green Door,” in particular, presents a complex network of referential 

ties that guide the reader through the plot, maintain character continuity, and 

reinforce the central motif of adventure and destiny. 

Personal reference is widely used in “The Green Door” to establish continuity 

of characters and maintain narrative flow. The main character, Rudolf Steiner, is 

frequently referred to by pronouns such as he, his, him, which help the reader to 

follow his actions without repetition. For example, “Rudolf stopped before the 

green door. He hesitated for a moment, then knocked.”158 Here, he ensures 

cohesion between two sentences while keeping the narrative smooth. The use of 

personal pronouns allows the author to shift focus from character identification to 

action and emotion. 

Demonstratives in the story function to emphasize specific details or to 

highlight contrasts between settings and actions. Words such as this, that, those, 

and such appear to create spatial and emotional focus. For instance, “At that 

instant, he felt that adventure was near.”159 The demonstrative that links the reader 

to a specific moment of realization, guiding attention and building suspense. 

Demonstratives often perform a deictic function, pointing to the unfolding events 

and helping readers visualize the narrative scene. 

Comparative references contribute to the text’s stylistic richness by marking 

similarities and contrasts. O. Henry frequently uses other, another, same, different, 

and such to compare Rudolf’s choices and experiences. For instance, “No other 

door could have tempted him so much.”160 Here, the comparative other not only 

connects the sentence to previous descriptions of doors but also intensifies Rudolf’s 

unique attraction to the green one. Comparatives therefore serve both cohesive and 

stylistic purposes. 

The analysis reveals that reference in O. Henry’s “The Green Door” functions 

on two levels which are grammatical cohesion (connecting sentences and clauses 
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through pronouns, determiners, and adjectives) and stylistic enhancement 

(reinforcing characterization, emotion, and thematic unity). 

Personal reference ensures character continuity, demonstrative reference 

directs the reader’s attention, and comparative reference highlights contrasts and 

reinforces the story’s symbolic meaning. Together, they contribute to the semantic 

and structural unity of the text. 

Reference in literary discourse extends beyond mere grammatical function, it 

contributes to aesthetic expression and reader interpretation. In literary texts, 

referential devices are often used deliberately to manipulate perspective, create 

ambiguity, or evoke emotional resonance. For instance, shifting pronouns can 

signal changes in narrative point of view or intimacy between characters. 

Demonstratives may evoke immediacy or distance, while comparatives can express 

irony or moral evaluation. 

Thus, reference plays an important role in linking the linguistic structure of 

the text with its artistic purpose. It helps create a coherent world for the reader 

while maintaining stylistic distinctiveness. 

Conclusion. This research has shown that reference is a key cohesive device in 

English literary discourse. In O. Henry’s “The Green Door” personal, 

demonstrative, and comparative references establish both grammatical and 

semantic unity. These elements guide the reader through the text, sustain narrative 

flow, and enhance stylistic depth. 

The study supports Halliday and Hasan’s (1976) view that cohesion is a 

linguistic manifestation of textual unity, while also emphasizing that in literary 

writing, cohesive devices like reference serve aesthetic as well as communicative 

functions. 

Therefore, reference is not only a mechanism of cohesion but also an artistic 

tool that enriches the texture of literary discourse. 
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