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Annotation.

This article explores the usage of modal verbs in Chinese, highlighting their
meanings, functions, and sentence structures. Unlike English, Chinese modal verbs
precede the main verb without changing its form. Key modal verbs such as &g
(néng), AT LL (kéyi), & (hui), E (yao), Mi% (yinggai), #r (bixa), and B (gin) are
discussed with examples to illustrate their use in expressing ability, permission,
necessity, obligation, and willingness. Understanding these verbs is crucial for
effective communication in Chinese.
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Modal verbs in Chinese (&3, qingtai dongci) play an essential role in
expressing possibility, necessity, ability, and willingness. Unlike in English, where
modal verbs are auxiliary and precede the main verb, in Chinese, modal verbs
come before the main verb without changing its form. Below is an overview of the
most commonly used modal verbs in Chinese and their meanings.

1. 8 (néng) - can, be able to

This modal verb expresses ability or permission.

Examples:

« HBEME ik, (WO néngybuyong.) - I can swim.

o fRAE KT ? (NI néng lai ma?) - Can you come?

2. 7] Bl (kéyi) - may, be allowed to

Used to express permission or possibility.

Examples:

«RATLLAE M. (NI kéyi yong wo de shit.) - You may use my book.
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o XE A LAHHERMG ? (Zheli kéyi paizhao ma?) - Is it allowed to take

pictures here?

3. % (hui) - can, know how to, will

Indicates learned ability or future actions.

Examples:

« HR1HIX1E, (W6 hui shuo Hanyi.) - I can speak Chinese.

AR ET’M, (Mingtian hui xiayi.) - It will rain tomorrow.

4. 2 (yao) - want, need, be going to

Expresses intention, necessity, or future actions.

Examples:
« EMGIK, (W0 yao he shui.) - I want to drink water.

« HANEEILE, (Women yao qu Béijing.) - We are going to Beijing,
5. B % (yinggai) - should, ought to

Expresses obligation or suggestion.

Examples:

« fRRZZRE, (NI yinggai dud xitxi.) - You should rest more.
o N ZMEL, (WS yinggai zud zuodye.) - I should do my homework.

6. W M (bixii) - must, have to
Indicates strong necessity.
Examples:

o fRHIAAERT, (NI bixt zhiinshi.) - You must be on time.
o BANMIEE D ITHE, (Women bixa nili gongzud.) - We must work hard.
7.8 (gin) - dare, have the courage to

Used to express courage or willingness to take risks.

Examples:
o fREH RIS ? (N gin shishi ma?) - Do you dare to try?

o A% E. (Ta bu gin shuohua.) - He doesn’t dare to speak.

Conclusion

Chinese modal verbs are straightforward in structure but essential for
communication. They are always placed before the main verb and do not require
tense changes, making them easier to use compared to their English counterparts.
Understanding their meanings and nuances will help learners express intentions,
abilities, and necessities more effectively in Chinese.
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